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i. Thers are at present ninsty-four detective agencies in Berlin, employing a +obal
of approximately 850 detectives. During 1939, in comparison, there were 1%
agencies employing 1,300 detectives. Since no officlal approval is necessiuy
sor the opening of an agency, the mmber is now graduvally increasing. A
~umber of questiomable persons have taken advantage of this lack of controi, and the
-1d established agencies in Berlin are attempiing to discredit the shady nowoomers.

2, ‘[ae largest and best-known Berlin detective agency is that of Max Pelzer, Merlim
W., Rankestrasse 23 (British Sector). Felzer!s fees are high, bub he has an
cxeellent record. Twenky detectives betweenm the ages of twenty-four and fifvy
wre regularly émployed by him, each earning an average nonthly salary of bolween
450 and 400 RM, Except for occasional rewards from clients, his detective: re-
esive bonuses only under excepbionsl circumstances. Pelzer avoids hiring “cxmer
policemen or police detectives, claiming that they lack the proper foeling or
private investigation. He has been im the business for twenty-five years,

D emerly specializing in grand lavceny cases, Since the sumser of 1945, o ‘minal
iwestigation assigaments have been crowded out by investigations of the Wi
saouts or party affiliations of former Nezls. Pelzer has also been engaged by

Hazis %o procure defense evidence for denazification proceedings. In addition,
I» has A mmber of current assigmments from lerge concerns to repori oa amployees
Wao are diveriding company goods %o the black markeb.

V)

3. Fritz Jandt, the head of a new detective agency at Berlin-Zehlendorf, Postuag 34,
is a former police commissioner. fHe founded’his agency in October 1946 an: has
saven regulariy-employed detectives and a substantial list of clients. Hiu de-
taobives earn approximately 400 RM a month. Although Pelser avolds working with
{e police whensver possible, Jandt, because of his contacts with former .

r 3ociates, says he works quite well with them. His work is chiefly in the
f.eld of dlvorce cases, g

4o Yreuwzadler, the propriector of a detective agency in the Soviel Sectur at
Oranienstrasse 176, is known to work with the MVD and ihe Russian komendatura.

Th is claimed that’ some o the detectives from This Ggency work directly Fcr the

MVD as agents, earming 800 R per month thereby. % Krevnadler
was in considerable financial dlstress until early inm 1946, when his firm, o=
sumably as the result of Russian support, entered into a perlod of inordinste

prosperity. 25X1X
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5, ‘Me oldest dotective agency in Berlin is that of Kurt Arend at
Potedancratrasse 159, opposite the Sporitpalast, This firm vas founded
forty years ago and is now cclbrating its anniversary. Arend boasts that
his agency was the first to have its telephone privileges restored in
1945. le has sixteen regularly-cmployed detectives, and is the only
Berlin ageney ouner to have opened branches in all the occupation zoneg--
for him a matter of reopening his forner branches. IHds Soviet Zone bramk
office in leipzig was clOsud by the police on 16 July, his repregentative
in ilecklenburg is being held by the policé, and he belicves similar action
%o have been taken in Magdeburpg and Iklle,

6, At the présent tine, deteciive work in the Soviet Zone is considered
dangerous, Saxony began in May 1947 to forbid all activity of Dorlir
dotectives in that province, and it is cxpected that the other provinces
of the Soviet Zone will shortly follow sult. In July 1947 all detective
ageneics in Saxony and Tmrringia woere closed dowm, and their files were
confiscated. Some of the agencics were reported to have been closed dovm
by German police, but the larger agencies in Leipzig vere said to have
Been closed by LVD troops. FPelzer has had three employees picked up by
the Russians in the last three months, and has heard nothing further of
them. Janat complains of the d@iffieulty of working in the Soviet Zoneg
he said his difficulty, however, is not with the Russlans, but rather with
the Germon police. A5 a rule he personally undertokes the Soviet Zone
assimmmonts, [Hs favorite cover in going into the Soviet Zone is to pass
as a Derliner out scrounging for food. For the most part, I 25X1X

25X1X *the Gorman police in the Zone have photographs of all Berlin
detectives, and such detectives are irmediately arrested vhen recognized.

7. Delzer claims that although' the Russions have tried several times to
maneuver him into an arrest; he studiously avoids eniering the Soviet S3ctore
Recently, according to Teluer, a Russian major in a large BIW aubtomobile
stopped before Pelzer's house and urgently asked him to accompany him te
Potsdan, The major's story was that his valise had been stolen and that
he wonted Pelzer to find it. Il ‘promised- Pelzer a large reward and even
offered him 10,000 Rl in advance. lelzer, hovever, begoed off, plving the
press of business as an eXCUste Arend has also had similar expericnces
With Dussian officers from Weissénsec and Karlshorst and has had the same
stolen suitcase lure used on him, ‘

8, According to Arend, the Tuscian action agoinst detective agencies results
not only from the usual hussian mlstrust of undercover activities, bub
alse from the fact that rmch stolen property has tactlessly been traced by
stmller Berlin detective agencies to the hends of Sovied officers,
soldicrs, civilians, dependents, or carp follovers. .

v 25X1A
25X1X w. —i‘or further information on detective
apencies in the Russian 7one.
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